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The subgroup data provides additional insight. -
Perhaps surprisingly, girls appear to be less posi-
tively affected than the boys. One out of each six
girls said that she attended less often than she used
to, compared with 11% of the boys who reported a

drop in synagogue attendance.

As for the American/foreign-born, there is substan-
fally greater mavement in a positive direction
- among the foreign-born. A possible explanation

for this is that mzny of these students did not go

t0 a synagogue on a regular basis prior to their day
school experience. The American-born, on the
other hand, were more likely to attend prior to their
enrollment in a day school, as for many this was a
requirement for the Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparafion.

Since the foreign-born cluster o a considerable
extent is in Orthodox schools, 1t is not surprising
that these schools exhibit a strong beneficial impact
on synagogue attendance, It is certain that the
Orthodoy institutions-are more determined

than the non-Orthodox to éncourage synagogue
participation, =5 well as observance in other areas.

WE ALSC ASKED THE STUDENTS WHETHER THEY HAD
EECOME MOHE OBSERVANT AS A RESULT OF THEIR JEWISH
sCHOGL EXxPERIENCE (QUEsTION 20), THEY RESPONDED:

3% Less observant

Abonit the same g More

observant

A FOR THEIR FAMILIES’ LEVEL OF OBSERVANCE
(QUESTION 21), THEY 5AID!

4% Less observant

Abour the same

18 Thar EFFECTIVENESS OF PREPARATORY TRACKS
m Jewisa Day ScuooLs

‘This is an impressive set of fignres. Only a small

proportion of the students (or their parents) had
become less observant, although the teens are a
period when religiosity often begins to wane. Not
so with the overwhelming number of preparatory
mrackers, Itis to be expected that a majority of
families are “about the same” i their level of obser-
vance. Parents send their children to a Jewish school
so that the youngsters may get a Jewish education
and perhaps other Judaic enhancements and, with
some exceptions, not for the purpose of upgrading

their own religiosity.

Even with this caveat, it is noteworthy how many
families may have become more observant. Smdents
perceive that 42% of their families are now more
ohservant, which is 2 strong indication of the abihity
of day schools to have an indirect beneficial mmpact
on parents. Of course, the most positive statistic
concerns the students themselves, for a comfortable
majority of the entire cokort indicates that they are
more observant because of their Jewish school
experience. The questions relating to personal and
family observance need to be examined as well from
the perspective of the subgroups. (Tables 8 & 9,
Page 19) ‘

There are two ways to look at this set of responses.
The first is to consider the statistics as a more or

~ less reliable barometer of actual behavior. The

second is to regard them as an index of self-percep-
tion and not necessarily as an indicadon of how
the students themselves and their families have
behaved religionsly.

T am inclined to think that the former is the more
acceptable explanation. These students are, after
all, preparatory trackers who have transferred to

a Jewish school years after their formal education
began. This alone suggests that when they first
entered the Jewish school, they were already in a
stage of religious development. Their school envi-
ronment and the Jewish courses they took should
have expanded their Jewish growth, since the poten-
tial was already there. Furthermore, because they
are in most instances in a religious setting which
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